
Nickersons to Norwich:  Full Itinerary  
 
In addition to what is included in this itinerary, the trip will include visits to the three 
churches known to have been attended by our Nickerson ancestors. Wherever 
possible, references to the whereabouts and lifestyles of Nickersons in the 1500 and 
1600’s will be depicted.  Additional information and registration materials for the trip 
are in a separate document.  
 
Thursday 24 th May 2012 
 

Guests arrive at London Heathrow Airport / London Gatwick Airport 
 
  Party to be met by Blue Badge Guide and executive coach 

 
  Guest’s transfer to Norwich   
 
  [3 hour transfer with a break for lunch in a traditional local pub] 
 
  Perhaps a traditional pub Ploughman’s Lunch 
 

The historic city of Norwich  is dominated by its magnificent 
Norman cathedral , boasting the largest cloisters in 
England, the second tallest spire in the country and an 
amazing 1,200 carved stone roof bosses – one of the 
greatest art treasures of medieval Europe. Norwich  is 
proud of its past and present status. Its ancient buildings 
and city wall remains make it the most complete 
medieval city in Britain . In medieval times Norwich  was 
one of the greatest cities in England, and today, as East 
Anglia’s capital city,  it still is – offering a rare blend of 
historic interest and modern sophistication. 
 
Party arrive in Norwich  

 
Guests to check in to their hotel 
 

 
 

The Maids Head Hotel [4 star] 
 

 
 
The Maids Head Hotel is a popular Norwich 
hotel in the heart of the city centre, located 
opposite the famous Norman Cathedral. It is 
the perfect place to stay when visiting the 
historical city of Norwich. Use the Maids 
Head as a base to explore the many 
attractions in Norwich as well as the 
surrounding Norfolk Broads and nearby 



Sandringham. 
 
The Maids Head Hotel dates back to the 13th century. Originally owned 
by the early Bishops in the day of William the Conqueror, it is rumoured 
that Elizabeth I slept here in 1587. 
The Maids Head Hotel has 84 bedrooms including standard twin and 
double rooms, executive rooms, historical feature rooms, suites and 
rooms suitable for families. The bedrooms are furnished in a warm 
welcoming contemporary style and offer modern comforts and 
amenities. 

  
 

 
The rooms are individually decorated with personalised charm 
and character. All have en- suite bath and shower facilities, 
duvets, satellite TV, hair dryer and hospitality tray of teas and 
coffees. Room service is available 24 hours. 
 
The character rooms are beautifully decorated but have hosted 
influential characters such as Queen Elizabeth I, The Black 
Prince, Catherine of Aragon throughout time. Today are visited 
by popular celebrities and musician, business people and 
individual tourists.  

 
 
The newly created WinePress@Wensum offers simply prepared, 
delicious comforting food, paired with unstuffy service. The restaurant 
is unique in offering 40 wines by the glass and an opportunity to savour 
expensive and rare wines in affordable portions. 
 
The Jacobean oak panelled Maids Head Bar, surveilled by Norfolk 
famous sons and daughters including Horatio Nelson and Edith Cavell, 
serves a choice of real ales, beers and lagers. The Yard Bar 
specialises in lighter meals matched with a glass of wine and The Snug 
a perfect Captain’s table for a special occasion. 

 
 
18.30  Evening guiding walking tour 
 

Norwich – City of Centuries  
The ancient settlement of ‘Northwic’ was first recorded in Saxon times. 
Over a thousand years later the city has survived Norman invasion, 
rebellion, plague, fire and war. A brief plunge into the people and 
events which made Norwich the second greatest city in England. 
 

20.00  Dinner this evening to be taken in the hotel 
 
 
 
Friday 25 th May 2012 



 
Following a full English breakfast 

 
  Party to be met by local Blue Badge Guide 
 
09.00 Guests commence a guided walking tour - Merchants of 

Norwich 
 
From the original Norman market place follow the trail of the Norwich 
Merchants who traded their wares far and wide from the many assorted 
markets of Norwich. 
 
Journeying around some of Norwich's most impressive architectural 
buildings guests can learn all about the city's fascinating history. Often 
overshadowed by England's more famous cities, Norwich has an 
intriguing past worthy of exploration. Having first flourished as an 
agricultural centre, it later became the hub of England's textile industry 
and, more recently, the home of Britain's largest insurance provider.  
 
Such a productive powerhouse requires a plethora of civic buildings, 
and consequently this overlooked provincial capital harbours what is 
surely England's greatest collection of historic buildings 

 
The Norman castle is an imposing limestone 
edifice atop a grassy mound. Built in 1067, 
today just the keep survives. There is a 
museum here now, and it's also a fine place 
to look out over the city's surviving medieval 
street plan. Although not many people realize 
how complete the city walls are, Norwich's 
inner ring road closely follows their line, 

confining the city to the same space it has always occupied and 
maintaining a civic structure most other cities have long since lost. 

 
12.30  Traditional pub lunch Fish and Chips 
 
14.00  Tour continues 
 

Forum , a fantastic example of how 21st-century architecture can 
complement the historic, its glass facade reflecting the gothic tower of 
St Peter Mancroft opposite. A meeting, work and performance space 
and a library, the Forum sums up Norwich's architectural attitude: 
forward-thinking but with an eye on the past, this is a city that knows 
how to use its buildings.  
 

 
The Forum is home to the public records 
library where guests are free to use the 
facilities to search for further Nickerson 
Family history. 



 
The Forum staff will provide an introduction to their library information 
and assist guests in any searches they wish to make 

 
17.00  Guests arrive back at their hotel 
 
18.30  Evening guiding walking tour 
 

‘A pub for every day of the year...’  
Norwich was once home to over 700 pubs. This tour takes you round 
some of them, exploring their names, origins and the things that went 
on in them (not necessarily about the beer!) 
 

20.00  Dinner to be taken in the hotel this evening 
 
 
 
Saturday 26 th May 2012 
 

Following a full English breakfast 
 
  Party to be met by local Blue Badge Guide 
 
09.00  Guests continue with their guided walking tour of Norwich 
 

The Great Hospital.  Founded in 1249, the complex's medieval heart is 
the church of St Helen's but the Great Hospital has been extended 
repeatedly over the centuries and now displays a dizzying range of 
architectural styles from Gothic to modern.  
 
 
Another symbol of Norwich's historic wealth is the 15th-century 
Dragon Hall , a magnificent trading hall built by successful merchant 
Robert Toppes. Extensively but sympathetically redeveloped in 2005-6, 
the building now functions as a visitor and education centre. 

 
 
 
The next stop is the St Andrew's and 
Blackfriars' Halls . Built in 1307 as a friary 
complex, St Andrew's was the nave and now 
makes an ideal concert venue with its 
narrow, high pillars maximizing vision and 
acoustics, while Blackfriars was the chancel 
and so has no aisles, meaning the windows 
are unusually high, allowing light to flood in.  

 
 
 
 



12.30  Lunch to be taken in the Assembly House 
 
14.00  Guests continue with walking tour 
 

�
 
Each building so far was built with a 
relatively sombre or sensible purpose, but 
our next, the Assembly House , was 
commissioned purely with merriment in 
mind. As we approach, you half expect to 
hear the crunching of gravel as Elizabeth 
Bennett pulls up in a carriage, but 
appearances can be deceptive and this 
Georgian pile is in fact built around a 
medieval core. Always intended for public 
entertainment, a smattering of confetti on the 
steps suggests it still is. 
 
 
The 600-year-old Guildhall  reflects the 
city's medieval status with its elaborate 
design and impressive flintwork. It stands 
alongside its more modern reincarnation, the 
City Hall , a formidable 1930s monolith which 
still divides public opinion. 
 
 
17.00  Guests arrive back at their 
hotel 
 
18.30  Evening guiding walking tour 
 
Over the Water  
once one of the most populated and 
congested areas of Norwich, flood, fire and 
plague have left a fascinating hotchpotch of 
heritage from the medieval to the 18th and 

19th centuries. 
 

20.00  Dinner to be taken in the hotel this evening 
 
 
Sunday 27 th May 2012 
 

Following a full English breakfast 
 

Guests to attend a church service  at Norwich Cathedral 
During the service it is hoped that Douglas Bush may perform on the 
organ. 



 
  Church service time to be advised 

 
 
  

The Anglican cathedral . Completed in 
1145, Norwich Cathedral was East Anglia's 
largest building, and it remains an awe-
inspiring space. Soaring Romanesque pillars 
line the nave and over 1,000 illustrated roof 
bosses decorate the neck-achingly high 
ceiling. 
 
  Lunch to be taken in a 
traditional Norfolk country pub 
 

Following lunch guests continue to Great Yarmouth or alternatively 
visit the Norfolk Broads  for a cruise 
 
Greater Yarmouth  has a stunning coastline with beaches to suit 
everyone, from quiet deserted beaches with sand dunes and not 
another soul in sight to traditional seaside family fun beaches with 
bouncy castles, deck chairs and donkey rides.   
 
With the Britannia Pier to the north, Wellington Pier to the south and 
The Jetty in the middle, Central Beach in Great Yarmouth stretches 
along the Golden Mile of seafront amusements, entertainment and 
attractions with plenty of restaurants and cafés and is certainly one of 
the places to visit.  
 
Escape inland for wide open skies, Norfolk countryside, quaint Norfolk 
villages and the famous Norfolk Broads.  
 

Time and Tide Museum 
 
This award-winning museum is located in recently renovated Victorian 
herring curing works. The wide-ranging maritime collection 
concentrates on fishing, shipbuilding and other maritime trades, 
merchant trade and lifesaving in Great Yarmouth.  
 
The emphasis is on herring fishing and curing. The museum recreates 
a fishing trip aboard a drifter, the bustle of the Yarmouth quayside at 
the peak of the herring season and a Yarmouth Row. There is a fine 
collection of ship models and an important local marine art collection, 
including Pierhead paintings. A comprehensive archive of photographs, 
plans and charts, research files and a database of YH registered 
vessels may be consulted by appointment 
 



Discover Great Yarmouth's fascinating history, its rich maritime and 
fishing heritage and some of the colourful characters who made their 
living from the sea. 

 
Wander through a Victorian 'Row' and see inside a fisherman's home. 
Experience the heady atmosphere of a 1950s quayside, take the wheel 
of a coastal Drifter and hear gripping tales of wreck and rescue on the 
high seas. Follow Great Yarmouth’s transformation from a sandbank to 
the present day, through times of boom and bust and war and peace. 
 
Relax in the spacious courtyard beneath a spectacular canopy of sails, 
surrounded by historic fishing boats. 

 
Guests return to Norwich 

 
17.00  Guests arrive back at their hotel 
 
18.30  Evening guiding walking tour 
 

Horrid Norwich  
For adults and children – revealing the gruesome underbelly of life in 
‘olde norwych’. 
 

20.00  Dinner in the hotel this evening 
 
 
 
Monday 28 th May 2012 
 

Following a full English breakfast 
 

Guests either depart the tour or remain to enjoy an additional 3 day 
programme: 

 
09.00  Party transfer by coach to Cromer 
 

A small, almost 
impoverished town, 
Cromer was "discovered" 
in the 18th Century by well 
to do travelers as a 
watering place. Cromer 
began to grow, slowly at 
first due to its remoteness, 
but upon the arrival of the 

railway in 1877, linking Cromer with London and later the Midlands, 
development gathered pace. The Victorian travel writer Clement Scott 
coined the name "Poppyland" for the area, wrote about it in the national 
papers, and the people came, both to visit and to live. Land was 



released from Cromer Hall and estate developers began building hotels 
and residential areas 
 
By the 1890s Cromer was fashionable and booming. Many fine 
residences were built and the Urban District Council saw that the 
infrastructure - drainage, roads, schools, electricity and so on - was the 
best. In 1900 a new pier were erected and the promenade, first built 
sixty-five years before, was lengthened and enhanced. The suburban 
development of the 20th century, particularly of the post-war period has 
seen the town expand in every direction. 
 
The Town's reputation for crab fishing is undiminished. You can still 
watch the crab boats arrive every morning with their catch. There are 
several small fish shops in town where you can buy one of the day's 
catch and virtually every eating place will have a crab dish on the 
menu. 
  
For over two hundred years the town's lifeboats have helped those in 
trouble off the open north-east Norfolk coast. Hauling up the sails and 
pulling on the oars is not the way it's done now - a brand new high 
speed lifeboat sits in its pier head boathouse, ready for immediate 
action. On the east promenade the RNLI Henry Blogg Museum tells the 
story of its most famous life boatman and his colleagues over those 
two hundred years 

�
�

  Free time to explore Cromer  
 
12.30 Lunch to be taken in a traditional pub – fish and chips or Cromer 

Crab! 
 

Following lunch guests continue to Sandringham  – Home to the British 
Royal Family when in the region 

 
Guests transfer back to their 
hotel in Norwich 
 
17.00  Guests arrive 
back at their hotel 
 
  Free time to 
relax 

 
20.00  Dinner to be taken in the hotel this evening 
 
 
 
Tuesday 29 th May 2012 
 
09.00 Following a full English breakfast guests check out of the hotel 

and transfer by coach to Cambridge [ 2 hours drive ] 



 
Cambridge 
Cambridge is famed for the excellence of its university and renowned for the 
beauty of its colleges, which span seven centuries, contributing to one of the 
finest collections of buildings in Europe. It is a city of contrasts and changing 
vista, with narrow valleys that open into wide courts, bustling streets 
intermingled with the colleges. Despite its fame and magnificence the centre 
of Cambridge is quite small with the charm of a market town. It is ideal for 
walking and taking in the architecture of the thirty one colleges. Many of the 
oldest colleges back onto the river and a traditional way to explore is from a 
punt, gliding under the seven elegant bridges through the city. 
 

The city is understandably rich in museums; most of them run by the 
university.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
11.30  Guests arrive in Cambridge 

 
  Party to check in to their hotel 
 

University Arms Cambridge [4 star] 
 
The University Arms 
hotel makes a beautiful 
centrepiece in the heart 
of the historic city of 
Cambridge. The 
austere Victorian 
structure was founded 
as a post house in the 
early 1800s, but has 
undergone significant 
extensions over the 

years to become a landmark city centre hotel. The hotel itself has 
accommodated numerous high-profile guests over the years and it is 
easy to see why the University Arms is the arguably the premier hotel 
in Cambridge.   
 
The hotel overlooks the famous Parker’s Piece and has witnessed 
several important events, including Queen Victoria’s grand coronation 
feast and the creation of modern day football under the Cambridge 



Rules (later adapted by the FA), both of which took place on the 
common.  
 
The hotel is a well-loved four-star hotel, which has been 
sympathetically renovated and designed to retain the Victorian 
character of the building whilst providing contemporary comforts. 120 
en suite rooms await guests, including two sumptuously presented 
suites of which the Regency Suite is undoubtedly the most luxurious 
choice, with a sleigh bed and chesterfield sofa. Many of the rooms offer 
great views over Parker’s Piece. Dining at the hotel is provided by the 
chic Restaurant 17, which has skillfully brought traditional English 
dishes into the 21st century. 

 
With a traditional charm and a convenient city centre location, the hotel 
is a popular and appealing accommodation choice. The hotel is ideally 
situated for visitors to Cambridge, and is close to University of 
Cambridge buildings, the River Cam, the Grafton Centre shopping mall 
and all of the city’s major attractions. 

 
 
12.30  Lunch to be taken in the hotel 
 
14.00 Following lunch guests to be met by local Blue Badge Guide and 

to commence a guided walking tour  of Cambridge 
 

During the tour guest’s will learn about the origins of the city and 
University, the difference between the University and colleges and 
relate some of the fascinating stories regarding the famous people 
connected with Cambridge whilst looking at some of the most important 
and impressive sites Cambridge has to offer.  

 
16.30 Guests arrive back at their hotel 
 

Free time to relax 
 

20.00  Dinner to be taken in the hotel this evening 
 
 
Wednesday 30th May 2012  
 
  Following a full English breakfast 
 
09.00  Party to be collected from their hotel by coach and transfer to  

Madingley American War Cemetery 
 

Established on 7th December 1943, the American Ceme tery at 
Madingley is the only American WWII burial ground i n England.  
 
The World War II Cambridge American Cemetery and Memorial is 
located three miles west of Cambridge on the A1303 and sixty miles 



north of London. The site, thirty and a half acres in extent, was donated 
by the University of Cambridge. It lies on a north slope with wide 
prospect.  
 
The 3,800 white crosses and the Portland stone wall inscribed with 
5,000 names, pay tribute to American servicemen and women who 
died in the war. The cemetery is now designated a site of special 
historic interest. The west and south sides of the cemetery are framed 
by woodland. There are 3,812 American military dead buried there. On 
the wall running from the entrance to the chapel are inscribed the 
names of 5,126 Americans who gave their lives in the service of their 
country, but whose remains were never recovered or identified. Most of 
these died in the Battle of the Atlantic or in the strategic air 
bombardment of Northwest Europe during World War II. Above the 
names is an extract from President Eisenhower's dedication enshrined 
in St. Paul's Cathedral, London. Along the Wall are four statues 
representing a Soldier, a Sailor, an Airman and a Coast Guard in their 
typical uniforms and weapons. The paving is of English York 
sandstone. 
 
From the flag platform near the main entrance the great mall with its 
reflecting pool stretches eastward. From this mall the headstones in the 
burial area form a sweeping curve across the green lawn. Along the 
south side of the mall is the Wall of the Missing. At its far end is the 
chapel containing two huge military maps, stained glass windows 
bearing the State Seals and military decorations, and its mosaic ceiling 
with a memorial to our Air Forces Dead. The base of the 72-foot 
flagpole in front of the Visitors' Building carries an inscription taken 
from John McCrae's poem - In Flanders Fields, '...To You From Failing 
Hands We Throw The Torch - Be Yours To Hold It High." The graves 
are laid out from the flag platform like a ribbed fan.  
 
The Memorial, like the great Wall, is built of Portland stone. On the 
north face of the Memorial are five pylons each inscribed with a date 
recalling the five years from 1941 through 1945 in which the United 
States participated in the war. The main doors are of teakwood, and 
bear the bronze models of military equipment and naval vessels. The 
interior of the Memorial is divided into the large museum chamber, and 
the smaller devotional chapel. There is a map indicating the principal 
Atlantic sea routes, the types of naval and commercial craft that 
guaranteed a supply of men and materiel to the European front, the 
aircraft which operated in the antisubmarine campaign, and the 
continuous air assault by the U.S. Army Air Force and the Royal Air 
Force.  

 
Guests continue to The Imperial War Museum Duxford 

 
  

The Imperial War Museum  first began to operate at Duxford in the 
mid 1970s.  The historic site and growing collection were immediately 



of interest to the many American veterans who flew from East Anglia 
and who revisited their old bases and the surrounding area in large 
numbers.  Lasting and warm relationships with these American visitors 
rapidly developed and the Museum installed temporary and then 
permanent exhibitions illustrating the role of the 8th Air Force and 
recording Duxford’s time as a USAAF fighter base from 1943 to 1945.  
A particularly close relationship grew with the 8th Air Force Historical 
Society and 8th Air Force Memorial Museum Foundation, which 
consistently supported exhibition and restoration activities at Duxford. 
 
 
In the same period, the Imperial War Museum aircraft collection was 
growing apace and a number of important American examples joined 
the displays.  The B-17, subsequently restored as “Mary Alice” of the 
401st Bomb Group, joined the Museum collection in 1978.  The B-29 
flew in to join the collection in 1980 and the B-52 arrived in 1983.  
 
In the mid 1980s, plans began to develop for a more ambitious 
commemoration of the role of American air power in the Second World 
War and subsequent years.  An initial group of distinguished American 
supporters was formed who enlisted the help of Norman Foster, the 
leading British architect, to prepare outline plans for a new building. 
 
The design brief for the American Air Museum  was to house 
Duxford’s American collection in a building striking and economical, 
practical for its purpose of preserving and displaying aircraft and other 
exhibits, but of great distinction appropriate to its memorial and 
educational roles.  
 
Great stress was laid on minimising maintenance and running costs, 
and the design team’s solution was a stunning piece of architecture 
and engineering, providing 6,400 sqm (nearly 70,000 sq ft) of exhibition 
and ancillary space, with a huge glass front 90 metres (295 ft) wide and 
a great domed concrete roof. 

 
The building was to be carefully positioned in the existing 

Museum complex, alongside the preserved First World War 
hangars.  A raised entrance line would give a dramatic impact 
on entering the building, level with the cockpit of the giant B-52 
and give a panorama of the whole collection.  A perimeter ramp 
around both sides of the body of the collection would connect 
the mezzanine with the ground level.  This would enable visitors 
to view the aircraft first as a collection and then as individual 
exhibits at close range.  Additionally, the ramp and mezzanine 
would maintain a constant view of activities outside on the 
airfield.  

�

1987 saw the start of a ten-year fundraising campaign, during 
which Duxford acquired a huge constituency of US friends and 
supporters.  The recruitment of Founding Members began in 



1989, over the signature of General Jimmy Doolittle.  The first 
US events, in Houston (1989), Washington (1991) and Los 
Angeles (1992), greatly raised the profile of the American Air 
Museum project.  The contribution of $1 million from Saudi 
Arabia, secured through His Highness Prince Bandar, the Saudi 
Ambassador in Washington, in 1993, enabled the Museum to go 
on with the detailed design of Norman Foster’s brilliant concept.  
The £6.5 million awarded by the Heritage Lottery Fund in 1995 
meant that the dream of many years could come to fruition.  

�

�

�

The project reached another milestone on 8 
September 1995 as Major James E. Stokes, former 
P-47 pilot with Duxford’s wartime 78th Fighter Group, 
broke ground for the new building.  The event took 
place in front of around five hundred guests including 
300 American Air Museum Founding Members who 
travelled from the United States for the ceremony. 
 
�

�

With the building project started, there was a 
massive increase in Duxford’s restoration activity.  At 
the same time detailed planning of the exhibitions got 
under way.  The American Air Museum in Britain was 
opened by Her Majesty The Queen on 1 August 
1997, before an audience of over 5,000, many of 
whom were drawn from its generous Founding 

Members in the United States.  The project cost a total of £13.5 million 
including design, building, exhibit restoration, exhibition research and 
installation.  
 
Since that day, the Museum has gone from strength to strength.  
Subsequent developments have included the construction of a 
Museum shop and café and the creation of a Founders and Friends 
Room, which was generously supported by AAM’s US Co-Chairman 
Georgia Frontiere, South Cambridgeshire District Council and Rotary 
International. 
 
The design and building soon won several awards; the Royal Institute 
of British Architects Stirling Prize and the Royal Fine Art 
Commission/British Sky Broadcasting Building of the Year Award in 
1998, the Civic Trust Award in 1999, the Concrete Society Award for 
1999-2000 and Regional Winner of the Celebrating Construction 
Achievement Awards in 2000. 

 
    
 

The American Air Museum  in Britain stands as a memorial to the 
30,000 American airmen who gave their lives flying from UK bases in 



defence of liberty during the Second World War, and also honours 
those who fought in Korea, Vietnam, Libya, Iraq and other conflicts and 
battles of the 20th and 21st centuries. 

 
This outstanding example of contemporary British architecture by 
Foster and Partners houses the largest collection of American warbirds 
on display outside the United States, including a vintage B-17 Flying 
Fortress, B-24 Liberator, B-25 Mitchell, P-47 Thunderbolt, and aircraft 
from the Cold War era such as a B-52 Stratofortress, SR-71 Blackbird 
and F-4 Phantom, with many suspended from the ceiling as if in flight. 
 
'... a thoughtfully landscaped, handsomely designed aircraft hangar of a 
building ... The graceful structure is designed to fit around the 
wingspan of the terrifying Boeing B-52 Stratofortress bomber ... This is 
a highly popular venue, and a building that will endure both 
aesthetically and functionally for as long as it's called on to continue 
housing a superb display of US military aircraft.' 

 
17.00 Party continue for an early evening dinner in a fabulous old 

traditional English country pub – The Chequers  
 
 

The pub's sign - blue and red chequers - honours the British and 
American squadrons based nearby during World War II, though the 
pub dates from the 16th century and Samuel Pepys was a visitor in 
1660. These days The Chequers is known for its imaginative dishes 
made from local produce, which are served in the galleried restaurant, 
conservatory, bar or attractive garden.  
 
The ancient old pub has many interesting American World War II 
photographs and memorabilia 

 
21.30  Following dinner guests transfer by coach back to their hotel 
 
22.00  Guests arrive back at their hotel 
 
  Over night in the hotel 

 
 
 
Thursday 31st May 2012 
 
  Following a full English breakfast 
 
Morning at leisure in Cambridge  – free time to 
shop and explore and even take a traditional 
‘PUNT’  on the River Cam 
 
A punt is a square-ended boat that has a flat 
bottom with no keel and is usually propelled using 



a 5m long pole by pushing against the river bed. The pole is also 
used to steer. This method of propulsion is known as "punting". 
Punts were developed in medieval times to provide stable craft 
that could be used in areas of water too shallow for rowing 
conventional craft. 
 

One such area was the Fens, the marshy flatlands north of Cambridge, 
where punts were integral to local trades such as eel fishing, reed-
cutting, fowling and for transporting cargo until they died out in the late 
nineteenth century. The first punts are traditionally associated with the 
River Thames in England and were built as small cargo boats or 
platforms for fishermen. Pleasure punts - specifically built for recreation 
- became popular on the Thames between 1860 and 1880. 
 
Since a punt has no keel, it draws only a few inches even when fully 
laden; this makes it very manoeuvrable and suitable for shallow water. 
A punt can be punted with equal facility in either direction; this is handy 
in narrow streams where turning around may be difficult. The square-
cut bow gives greater carrying capacity for a given length than a boat 
of the same beam with a narrow or pointed bow; it also makes the boat 
very stable, and suitable for passengers. 

 
  Lunch to be taken in Cambridge 
 

Following lunch guests transfer by coach back to London Heathrow 
Airport [Transfer time 1.5 – 2 hours] 

 
  Flight departure 
 
 


